
Sust ain

Sustain4: Fast, reliable environmental 
performance management
Sustain4 is the fastest, most reliable system for understanding and improving your organisation’s 

environmental performance and business sustainability. 

It is a highly focused, top-down solution that delivers a rapid 
assessment of your environmental impact. It does this by 
comparing your organisation to many 1000s worldwide, whose 
footprint has already been measured across these areas:
•	Greenhouse	gas	emissions
•	Natural	resource	usage
•	Air	pollutants
•	Land	and	water	pollutants	
•	Water	consumption
•	Waste	production.

It is the only Environmental Performance Management 
solution that takes standard business data and shows how 
your organisation impacts the environment. It lets you 
make business decisions on where to focus for maximum 
improvement and helps you engage with and manage your 
suppliers as part of that process. 

You can get started immediately – a ‘Skyline’ report that 
models your environmental impacts takes just 15 minutes. 
Without	Sustain4,	that	could	take	you	literally	months	or	
even years of monitoring and measurement to achieve. 

The	benefits	of	Sustain4
Sustain4	delivers	a	number	of	key	business	benefits:
•	 Improve	competitive	position	
•	 Improve	process	cost	efficiencies
•	Stay	ahead	of	regulation
•	Pay	less	in	carbon	tax	or	other	taxes	and	fines
•	 Increase	appeal	to	customers,	prospects,	investors	&	staff	

On-demand reporting
This is an on-demand environmental reporting solution that 
delivers fast results and lets business executives monitor 
ongoing progress through dashboards. You then have the 
information and the tools to start managing and improving 

your environmental performance, whilst being able to drill 
down to understand your results better and refine them 
with further measurement. 

You can investigate your supply chain, a major source of 
environmental impact, by inviting them to sign up and 
submit	their	information	to	Sustain4.	This	aspect	of	supplier	
management is a powerful and attractive feature of the 
solution, helping organisations to understand their ‘scope 3’ 
supply chain impacts.

A	solution	for	all
Sustain4	is	ideal	for	organisations	of	all	sectors,	sizes	and	
levels of experience in addressing sustainability issues. 
•	For	smaller	organisations,	Sustain4	offers	a	quick	and	in-depth	

solution to understanding and managing your impacts. 
•	 Larger	organisations	often	struggle	to	understand	all	their	

environmental impacts, particularly from their supply 
chain.	Sustain4	makes	that	straightforward,	and	provides	
a unified reporting environment, cost-effective reporting 
and reliable benchmarking.

The Skyline report – a fast track to understanding
Sustain4	allows	you	to	sign	up	and	get	started	immediately	
– running a Skyline report that models your environmental 
impacts takes just minutes. It even benchmarks you against 
others in your sector. You can then go further, step by step, 
refining the measurement and understanding of your direct 
impacts and those of your suppliers. 
 
In a single graphic, you get a view of four different 
dimensions of corporate environmental impact: 
•	Performance	across	six	broad	groups	of	environmental	

KPIs - not just carbon.
•	The	scale	of	direct	and	indirect	environmental	impacts	for	

your organisation.
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•	Each KPI is shown as a comparison to a sector benchmark.
•	Overall assessment of your environmental performance in 

relation to your sector. 

Detailed reporting and benchmarking
After producing a Skyline report, you can then go further, 
steadily increasing your measurement and understanding 
of your direct and indirect impacts. Up to six levels of 
granular business data can be uploaded to generate a 
detailed environmental profile. Further measurement can be 
performed, in order to better understand key areas of impact, 
and getting suppliers to submit their own data into Sustain4 
will enhance understanding of your indirect impacts. 

All of this data can be accessed through a powerful on-
demand environmental dashboard, for on-going monitoring 
and to allow executives to identify issues and drill-down 
rapidly to assess each situation. 

Benchmark environmental data
Sustain4 incorporates the world’s most comprehensive 
environmental impacts database, from specialists Trucost, 
covering 1000s of organisations from more than 460 sectors. It 
records their performance across more than 700 environmental 
impacts and this supports the model that converts financial 
and business data into environmental impacts. 

Trucost is a world-leading environmental data owner and 
research company. Its data and impact model is recognised 
as the best, and used widely:
•	To evaluate environmental impacts for over $1 trillion 

worth of investment portfolios
•	Basis for UK government (DEFRA) of its reporting 

guidelines on environmental KPIs
•	Source for Newsweek’s annual ‘Green Rankings’
•	Source for S&P US Carbon Efficient Index
•	Widely referenced by publications worldwide.

Understand your supply chain
Sustain4 collects and structures data from your suppliers for 
environmental impact reporting on your supply chain inputs, 
i.e. scope 3 analysis. 

As your suppliers get their suppliers to add their data to 
Sustain4, so the understanding and measurement of your 
environmental impacts get ever more accurate. Detailed 
reporting can flow right down to the primary production point.

What Sustain4 does NOT do
Sustain4 is not a detailed carbon accounting or 
environmental lifecycle analysis solution. Such detailed, 
bottom-up measurement systems are complementary and 
can be used alongside Sustain4 to provide more detail and 
analysis in key areas. 

Market-leading technology 
Sustain4 is a cloud application accessed via the Internet, 
so it is straightforward to view and use anywhere and to 
invite your suppliers to use the solution. It is hosted in an 
environmentally friendly datacentre. Independent of ERP 
or finance system, it can upload finance and procurement 
information from any source to help calculate environmental 
impacts. 

Flexible payment
Customers can choose to pay for a one-off environmental 
report or sign up for an on-going service and pay on a 
subscription basis. Either way, this is highly cost-effective when 
compared with the alternative methods for reaching a reliable, 
dependable understanding of your environmental footprint.

Services to help you succeed
Sustain4 is backed up by a comprehensive suite of services 
to help you improve your business efficiency, cut your 
environmental impacts, comply with legislation and 
manage the risks to your brand and reputation. Quickly. 
Efficiently. Effectively.

The services are delivered by UNIT4’s teams of experts, 
augmented by third party specialists, where specific skills 
and capabilities are required. 

About Sustain4
Sustain4 is a solution from UNIT4 (www.unit4.com), the world’s 
largest business software company focused on businesses living 
in change. The Group incorporates a number of the world’s 
leading change-embracing software brands, including Agresso 
Business World and CODA financial management software.

Trucost (www.trucost.com) is a world-leading 
environmental data owner and research company, which 
provides the world’s most comprehensive data on corporate 
environmental impacts. This forms the foundation of the 
comparative analysis in Sustain4.

To find out more, visit www.sustain4.com
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